
 

 
 

 
Athy Barrow Ranking Race 
Race 3 out of 10 marathon events was held on the river Barrow on Sunday 27th of April 2026. 
17 of our club members entered the event and raced in nearly all divisions on offer.  They brought home 6 Gold, 4 Silver 
and 1 bronze medals.  Our youngest club member Sean Michael took Gold in the Novice 2km race while at the other end 
racing from Monasterevin to Athy, Laurence Coonan and Callum Brown took gold in the 23km long K2 course.  Callum took 
double gold in the C1 sprint championships the day before. Katie King took Gold in the Women's Div 7 race,   that’s two out 
of two for Katie. 
In the 11km course “Club Celebrity” Noel O’Connell also took gold in Division 4  and hot on his heels in the championship 
is Simon Hearns who took Bronze. Noel put aside last year's mishaps and had a flawless run.  Simon had been racing at 
the National Sprint Championships the Day before so perhaps gave Noel some resting advantage. 
Naoise Heneghan took another Gold, that’s three out of three in Division 5. 
Martins Hearns took Silver in the fast paced Division 3,  Aisa & Morgan Cooper took Silver in the K2 Short Course.  As did 
Danny Cooper in boys Div 7 in a very tight race for the top spot.  Lastly a big call out to Fergal Walsh, back from injury who 
came 6th in Division 2 long course 23km 
 

 

 



 
 
Callum Brown & Simon Hearns were on double duty last weekend.  Both raced at the sprint championships and the Athy 
Ranking Race. 
Racing in 1000m, 500m & 200m sprints in K1, K2 and C1 
Callum put all his C1 training into action and his times showed the hard work he put in.  
Simon took 4th in the 1000m Metre Final despite topping the 1st heat of his group. A strong effort by both on the day. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



End of Spring Club Gathering 
The sun tore through the clouds for the Celbridge Paddlers annual end of spring gathering on Sunday the 19th of April 2026. 
Wet suits and hats were traded for Tea Shirts and Sun Factor. 
The gathering brings all the clubs families together for some fun events and a little competition at times.  The day started 
with a 200 metre time trial.  The fastest  K1 boat groups on the day were Carol O’Donohoe (ladies) Matilda Walsh (girls),  
Ciaran Fleming (men), Tadhg (boys).  Callum Brown was fastest in C1 and the pairing of Simon Hearns/Cian Heaslip  were 
the fastest K2.  Well done to all.  The overall top time was 0.46 seconds. 
The Childrens duck and ball collection was won by Emily Trofimova, and then went on to win the tug o war.   The 
combination of Paul Trofimova and Callum Brown won the seniors double tug o war.  There was one or two capsizes, to be 
expected but Brendan Buggy was the most spectacular.  To finish off the event there was a 3 a side game of tyre water polo 
took for the brave hearted.  
Tim Harnett was on BBQ all day and kept the crowd well fed and watered.  
 
Thanks also to Fergal & Eamonn for time keeping, Eugene as always who set the place up and to all who attendeed that 
took part,  took part in spirit and who brought along an array of food, drink, support & stories.  See you on the water or at 
the next BBQ in September. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Boyne Descent  
Round two of the Marathon series took place on the fast rapids of the Boyne from Trim to Bective.  Coming out on top was 
Simon Hearns in Div 4,  A very impressive time of just over 39 minutes.   Simon now leads Division 1 with 1 win and 1 
bronze.   Callum Brown & Sean Heneghan came home 5th & 6th in this division.   
In the K2 Division,  Danny & Aisa Cooper came home 4th but an unlucky break at the 1st bridge hit their race winning 
chances hard. 
In Div 5 Naoise Heneghan backed up his opening win in Celbridge with another top place on the podium.  A stunning time 
of 36.57 minutes.  His Wild Water race throughout the winter coming in very handy on this challenging course.   
 

 



 
 

 Thank you for taking part in the Club Month of April fund raiser.  More on this next month. 



 

 

 
 
 



 



 



 
 

******  we hope to run one or two river trips for our juniors to support them in the upcoming event above ******  Times & 
Dates to be clarified.  
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